"THEN SHALL THE KING SAY UNTO THEM 

°mv HAND - C0ME - YE BLESSED OF 

MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PRE 

E l RE ® r F0K Y0U FROM THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE WORLD ■ FOR I WAS HUNGRY, AND 
YOU GAVE ME MEAT I WAS THIRSTY AND 
YOU GAVE ME DRINK * / WAS A STRANGER 
M IN. NAKED, AND YOU 
CLOTHED ME • I WAS SICK, AND YOU 


^FFFDME. I WAS IN PRISON, AND YOU 
CAME UNTO ME. (StMatthtw2S14-I6 ) 

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH 
AND THE SURVIVAL PROGRAM 
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(In Uus article I am speaking pri- 
marily about the role of the Black 
Church. However, the specific steps 
mentioned later on in the article apply 
to white, brown, red and yellow church- 
men as well.) 

The Black Church was bom over 350 
years ago, engaged in a survival pro- 
gram. The Black Church was bom out 
of an effort to deal with the concrete 
conditions and needs of Black People. 
It was bom in an attempt to enable 
_ *** empower Black People to survive 
the racist and exploitative system of 
slavery in America. Its mission and 
purpose today is' the same as it was 
350 years ago, although at a higher 
level. That mission and purpose is to 
see to its utmost that Black People 
and other oppressed peoples survive, 
with dignity and humanity, American 
racism and capitalism. 

To understand the role of the Black 
Church m the survival program we 
must get an historical perspective of 
the Black Church. Historically, the 
period from 1619, when the first slaves 
mere brought to America, to 1831 can 
be allied ’• the period of Christianising 
tkej slaves.” Blacks who had been 
captured, kidnapped, brought to 
America, and enslaves were baptised 
and made Christians. Although some 
white, so-called Christians genuinely 
believed that Christianity was the Re- 
ligion for all people, most Americans 
saw Christianity as a means to c ontrol 
slaves and to keep them obedient and 
docile. Same Christian slaves were 
obedient and docile. But others, who 
had learned how to read, began to read 
the Old Testament (the first 39 books 
of the Bible) and discovered that God 
was against slavery and oppression in 
any form. Furthermore, they dis- 
covered that God inspired men to de- 
velop survival programs for oppressed 
people- -including wars of liberation. 

What followed next was the birth of 
the Bloch Church and the development 
of survival programs for the slaves. 
During the period 1619-1831, Blacky 


Christian slaves began to have secret 
meetings late at night, or in the hours 
just before daun. Sneaking away from 
the slave quarters, they would 
assemble deep in the woods or 
swamps, and listen to one of their 
membership begin to preach about 
justice, freedom, and liberation as 
being the will of God. 

These secret meetings, called 
" hush-harbor meetings”, consisted 
not only of praising, preaching, and 
praying, but planning, plotting, and 
practicing slave escapes and 
slave rebellions. Literally hundreds 
of slaves escaped to the Northern 
states, or into Canada as a result 
of plans initiated and carried out at 
the secret meetings. Most notable of 
the many slave rebellions planned at 
the secret meetings were those of The 
Rev. Gabriel Prosser in 1802 at Rich- 
mond, Virginia; The Rev. Denmark 
Vesey in 1823 at Charleston, South 
Carolina; and The Rev. Nat Turner in 
1831 at South Hampton County, Virginia. 

The secret meetings, and their sub- 
sequent events, gave birth to the Black 
Church and to the survival program for 
Blacks, Indeed, the Black Church and 
the survival program were one and the 
same. The Bloch Church was the sur- 
vival program, and the survival 
program— of heightening the level of 
awareness of the slaves, planning, and 
carrying out slave escapes and re- 
bellions- -was the Black Church in 
operation. 

The rebellion led by the Rev. Nat 
Turner in 1831 began a second period 
m the role of the Black Church/ 
survival program. The second period 
was that of the direct control of the 
Black Church. It covered the years 
from 1831 to the end of the Civil 
War. Although only 55-60 whites were 
killed in the Rev. Turner's rebellion, 
it was enough to strike fear into the 
hearts of white slave owners. In re- - 
sponse to the Rev. Turner’s rebellion, 
whites began to take more repressive 
measures against the Black Church 
because they knew that Black preachers 


and church members were instru- 
mental inRtave escapes and rebellions. 
Measures were taken wherein Blacks 
were not allowed to worship unless a 
white person was present; a Black 
preacher was not allowed to lead a con- 
gregation in worship unless he 
preached only about " the hereafter ” 
and a white observer was present 
Some Black congregations were not 
allowed to worship unless a white 
mmtster led them. Still * other 'Black 
congregations were forced to worship 
together with whites— not for the sake 
of mtegration-but so that whites could 

keep their eyes on them r ' 

Yet, despite these restrictions the 
Black Church still continued to engage 
in the survival program of making 
slaves aware of their oppressive con- 
ditions and of helping slaves to escape. 

In attempting to lift the level of aware- 
ness of Blacks, the Rev. Henry High- 
land Garnet in 1848 said in a sermon 
for slaves, ” Brethren, it is as wrong 
for your lordly oppressors to keep you 
in slavery as it was for the man- 
thief to steal our ancestors from the 
coast of Africa. You should now there- 
fore use the same manner of resistance 

as would have been just in our an- 
cestors when the bloody foot-prints of 
the first remorseless soul-thief were 
placed upon the shores of our father- 
land. The humblest peasant is as free 
in the sight of God as the proudest 
monarch that ever swayed a sceptre. 
Liberty is a spirit sent from God and, 
like its great Author, is no respecter 
of persons. Brethren, the time has 


come when you must act for yourselves. 

It is an old and true saying that, 
‘if hereditary bondmen would be free, 
the must themselves strike the blow’ ." 
The Rev. J. W. Lognen speaking in 
1850 in response to the Fugitive Slave 
Law said, "I don’t respect the Fugitive 
Slave Law— l don’t fear it— I won’t 
obey it! It outlaws me, and I outlaw 
it and the men who attempt to enforce 
it on me.” 

While such men were carrying out 
the aspect of the survival program 
designed to set Black minds straight 

well H PeCtS ° fthe survival Program 
Z v l? Carried ** by cfru rches in 
the Northern states. Slaves who had 
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churches. These churches became 
waystatwns for the Underground Rail- 
road They became places through 
which escaped slaves could get 
established in the North, or continue 
on to Canada, or if possible, to Africa. 
Northern Black churches found homes 
food, clothing, and jobs for escaped 
slaves. Thus, the scope of thesurvival 
program expanded to fulfilling the 
daily, basic, human needs of Blacks 
who had escaped from the South. 

The period following the Civil War 
affected the role of the Black Church 
drastically. During Reconstruction 
Blacks were recruited from the 
Churches for political offices. Much 
effort, energy, talent, and interest that 
had been in the Black Church was 
siphoned off into the political arena 
The role of the Black Church was 


With the end of Reconstruction and 
the emergence of Jim Crow, the Black 
Church gradually became a means of 
escape, rather than a means of pro- 
test. The oppressive federal, state 
and local governments and the capi- 

- talistic system said that Blochs were 
exploited, manipulated, and discrim- 
inated against by Jim Crow laws not 
because they were Black, but because 
they were ignorant, immoral, and lasy. 
Blacks were told that they could enjoy 
freedom if they took on white, capi- 
talistic values. So the passion for free- 
dom and survival with dignity became 
replaced by sermons against drinking, 
dancing, smoking, and which extolled 
education, working, and trying to stay 
on the good side of the oppressor. 
The survival program of the Black 
Church took on the nature of 14 just 
trym’ to make it” in the face of op- 
pression, rather than trying to change 
the conditions of oppression. Injustices 
and oppression of this life were over- 
looked in favor of "a land flowing with 
milk and honey” beyond this world. 

Because the Black Church teas no 
longer the leader of protest against in- 
justice and oppression, civil rights 
groups developed to pick up the fight. 
Notable civil rights groups which 
emerged are, of course, the Niagra 

- Movement, which, after infiltration by 
white liberals, became the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People’ the Congress of Racial 
Equality; the Urban League; and the 
Student Non- Violent Coordinating 
Committee. The Black Church once 
ogam affirmed its rightful purpose in 
the person of The Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr, and the organization 
of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Two organizations formed 
tn 1965 and 1966 which moved the 
liberation struggle to a higher level, 
were the Deacons for Defense and 
Justice, and the Black Panther Party. 

At this point it must be said that 
the Black Church and Black preachers 
are not to be universally condemend 
for* their actions or inactions during 
this period. Many Black preachers 
and congregations were very active 
m the fight for human rights. Many 
churches were bombed as a result of 
their involvement in the Black Lib- 
eration Movement. Many Black preach- 
ers were threatened, beaten, jailed, 
and some murdered because of their 
involvement. 

We can even understand those who 
were not involved in the movement 
for human rights. In a hostile white 
world without any power to make whites 
• recognize Blacks as persons, the Black 
Church and Black preachers de- 
veloped a means of survival. That 
means was to offer hope and strength 
to meet and to live through the humi- 
liations and dehumanizations which 
Black P eople encountered daily. 

We can understand this; but under- 
standing is not enough. Understanding 
doesn’t take Black People and other 


Peoples out of the alleys 
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pwfaetton m the face of bullets fired 
?y the nervous National Guard; under- 
standing doesn't drown 'out the 
sickening thud of a policeman's night- 
stick coming doun on someone’s head* 

t. 

the place of clothes on the back and 
shoes on the feet; understanding is no 
substitute for a decent house or apart- 
ment; understanding does not dispense 
justice in the courts; understanding 
does not change inhuman prison con- 
ditions The Black Church, i.e. Black 
preachers, church members, and 
friends must move beyond mere under- 
standing of how and why the Black 
Church was neutralized and compro- 
mised in its leadership role of Black 
survival. 

The Black Church must once again 
recapture the spirit of freedom and 
passion for survival that gave it its 
beginning. In so doing it will be par- 
ticipating with the Black Panther 
Party's survival program. As steps to 
do this l suggest the following: 

1. Black preachers have to set the 
minds straight of their congregation. 
(Congregations may have to do the 
same thing to their preacher!) Black 
preachers have got to stop preaching 
about a kingdom in the hereafter which 
is "a land flowing with milk and honey" 
(such a diet would only result in 
diarrhea anyway 0 We must deal with 
concrete conditions and survival in this 
life! We have to stop preaching from 
passages in the Bible which say, 
‘‘slaves, be obedient to your masters”. 
(Ephesians 6:5), and, "...when you do 
right and suffer for it you take it 
Patiently, this is acceptable with God". 

(1 Peter 2:20). We must draw our 
sermons from the words of the pro- 
phets who say, ” Thus says the Lord, 
execute justice in the morning, and 
deliver from the hand of the oppressor 
him who has been robbed." (Jeremiah 
21:11,12), and, "Hear this word you who 
oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 
the Lord God has sworm that the days 
are coming when they shall take you 
away with hooks, even the last of you 
with fishhooks.” (Amos 4:1 £). 

We must not let our congregations 
think that the only reason to attend 
church is to sing and pracy. During 
our worship services we must use these 
times as opportunities to heighten the 
level of awareness of our people. God, 
speaking through the prophet, Amos, 
deals with this point when he says, 

"I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. ..Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; to the melody of 
your harps I will not listen. But let 
justice roll doun like waters, and 
righteousness like an overflowing 
stream r (fikios 5:21-24). As Bloch 
preachers we have to constantly drive 
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DYNAMITE FOUND IN PYRAMID COURT-CAIRO, ILL. 


concrete block building near the Missi- ) 11 I 'ere ZZ ZZTZZ, 
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ZZi.h™ t . come into Pyramid Court from the di- gives credence to the speculation by 

tJZZf Z . *1 k community is rection of the building in which the ex- Blacks according to the Front leaded 

that white vigilantes, who have already plosives were discovered.) meant to use 

fired into the housing project on 150 these against Blacks l iving in the housing CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

THEN SHALL THE KING SAY UNTO THEM In conclusion, the heritage of the 
ON HIS RIGHT HAND, COME, YE BLESSED OF Black Church has been inextricably 

MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KING DOM PRE- Black People and with bringing an end 

PARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION to oppression and exploitation. There- 

OF THE WORLD ■ FOR l WAS HUNGRY. AND 

YOU GAVE ME MEAT I WAS THIRSTY, AND in the survival program of the Black 
YOU GAVE ME DRINK. I WAS A STRANGER 

AND YOU TOOK ME IN- NAKED, AND YOU the present has merely put into 
CLOTHED ME. I WAS SICK. AND YOU SZZlZJSZi 

VISITED ME- I WAS IN PRISON AND YOU The efforts of the Black Panther Party 

CAME IJNTf) ME" i/i/y/. are consist ent with what God wants. 

1U ML. ( St Matt hew25. 34-36 ) God is going to judge preachers, church 

continued from last page - members, and everyone else not for 

‘ • their piety or lack of it, not ter their 

home the reality and concrete con- tax exempt and non-profit status. This decency or failuri in it, but by our 
dltV T,c . oppression as a people status should be used in order to serve relationship to each other which is 
a the ^L°Tw SSWm XS ZZ Sl the people - This status could definitely established through the survival pro- 
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From leader Rev Charier Koen 


THEN SHALL THE KING SAY UNTO THEM 
ON HIS RIGHT HAND, COME, YE BLESSED OF 
MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PRE- 
PARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE WORLD FOR I WAS HUNGRY, AND 
YOU GAVE ME MEAT I WAS THIRSTY, AND 
YOU GAVE ME DRINK • I WAS A STRANGER 
AND YOU TOOK ME IN- NAKED, AND YOU 
CLOTHED ME- I WAS SICK, AND YOU 
VISITED ME- I WAS IN PRISON, AND YOU 
CAME UNTO ME." ( St Matthew25. 34-36 ) 

continued from last page 


project. They feel that since the expio- 
. siues were wired electrically, the bomb- 
"ers would have set off explosions at 
S night, and then when people came out of 

\ their homes would have set off the bombs 

filled with nails, so that others would 
• have been wounded. Then, the Blacks 
feel, the whites would have used the 
ammunition to fire on other Blacks who 
might still be on the scene. 

I The Rev. Charles Koen, executive di- 
rector of the United Front of Cairo 
said that it is obvious that Black people, 
had they even possessed any explosives, 
would not have stashed them so close to 
the project in which close to 1,000 men 
and women and children live. He said 
that accusations of Blacks doing swh 
things would be outrageous. The types of 
bombs seemed to be meant to be used 
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the wilt of God. And, as we all know, be used in establishing . 
V God don't like ugly?’ We also know or housing cooperatives, 
that oppression is as ugly as you can 4. Church resources c 
eel. tn serve the needs n 


St. Matthew 25:34-36 this truth is 
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4. Church resources can be utilized verified. In this Bible passage we find 
to serve the needs of the people, the criteria that God is going to judge 


Such resources would include money by, " Then shall the King say unto them 
2. Churches can participate with the and skills of church members. A on his right hand. Come Ae blessed 
survival program of the Black Panther "talent bank" listing the expertise, of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
Party by allowing the u^e of their talents, and skills of church members pared for you from the foundation of 
buildings as places where the survival can be maintained. St. Augustine’s has the world: for I was hungry and you 
P Z°fI amS CanPe ™P**™*ed. Church one and it is used. The "talent bank" 'gave me meat: l was thirsty, and you 
buildmgs can be sites for Free Break- would list those who were teachers, gave me drink: I was a stranger and 
ulLl r Z ram& ' Zr. t Z c , arpeHters - doctors, seamstresses, you took me in: Naked, and you clothed 
Health CUmcs, depositories for food lawyers, cooks, etc. Whenever imple- me: I was sick, and you visited me- I 

ZZ ZZ'hZbiZ ff* menlation °'° Pro- was in prison, and you came unto me." 

r^us/mes has been used for the gram required certain expertise, those (St. Matthew 25:34-36). Isn’t this what 

PaZfoVZTl V USted m the ' ,talent bank " W “ h that the survival Program of the Black PaZ- 

Party for such programs. expertise could be called upon for their ther Party is all about V" 

J. Churches can sponsor or co- services. The rh,.~eh tu* di l n u. 

ThTZfZlt the sbZh Panlher r° rty 5 • z eachersandchurchmemberscan Part >° and -- **» beZOZ 

the different specific survival pro- visit inmates m the prisons. They can neither group can work together to 

ViZtcosZZZek tZ ftT*' a , lS °, helP t0 lrans P° rta ** on successfully impleiZnt tlZ^urvioal 

TZZfZt'^ZZZtJ^^h pZ 6 f ° r /am ! L mmat€S S ° that they Program. The only requirement is that 
l Can m *l Wth thelr reUltiVeS and l ° Ved we a “ are emitted to the destruction 
soZsZ Z rZlhZZJZ Tfu OHe JL U *° ° re ,m P rtSoned - of oppression and exploitation., so that 

cU> . ttun *’ nese are just a few basio involve- we , can return ALL POWER 


sponsor or co-sponsor food , clothing , 


- - */ t*' -v ^ ** jkw uusiu involve- 

and health programs. Churches have a merits that can be carried out by 


of oppression and exploitation, so that 
we -can return ALL POWER 
TO THE PEOPLE! 



CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE 
" State Police ‘happened’ to come upon 
the explosives," said the Rev. Koen, 

"We feel that these state officials c ~ r „ 1UIJ 

afraid of the furture of Cairo, with the these whitehat 


"White merchants have tried all 
things to stop the 2 year old economic 
are boycott of their stores. The elections of 

. officials was a major me - 

e in tory for the merchants. They have given 
rtof the orders to stop Blacks in whatever 

will ways are necessary. This find today will 

>s." only slow them a bit. When the new of- 
According to spokesmen of the Front, fictals take office, anything can happen," 
Bloch people of Cairo are apprehensive said the Rev. Koen. He added that the 
of what the newly elected officiate m the United Front will remain nonviolent, and 
city might attempt against the Black will continue to rebuild the city through 
community. They believe this discovery many areas of economic development, 
of explosives is only one of many events (Black leaders from community, state 
to come in which the white vigilantes and National organisations willpartici- 
will move with violence against Hlacks in pate in the 2nd Annual National Solidari- 
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